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He was probably a youth, I'd imagine, full of vigor and hope, if not for the war. His bones lie
below the limestone slab etched in his honour, as with many others at the Taiping War
Cemetery. His identity was never established, except that he was Indian. An ocean away from
home, fighting a battle he might not have even fathomed.
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  December 8, just past midnight, 68 years ago, sentries on the beaches of Kota Bharu raised analarm that would foretell a saga stretching four years in the region. Framed within lazy columnsof coconut palms, three enormous shadows appeared on the horizon - Awazisan Maru,Ayatosan Maru, Sakura Maru - transport ships of the Empire of Japan. World War II had arrivedon these shores. Across the Pacific, just minutes later, Pearl Harbour in Hawaii would bebombarded and left in flames.    Dec 8, 1941 marked the Japanese Invasion of British Malaya , a gritty bloody campaign foughton both sides of the Titiwangsa Range and which claimed thousands of lives. On Jan 31, 1942,Singapore fell to Yamashita's army. Sabah and Sarawakwould fall without much resistance. The Japanese Occupation would reign over the people forthe next four years.    
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_Invasion_of_Malaya
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Borneo_%281941-42%29
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  The Taiping War Cemetery is one of more than a dozen monuments and cemeteriesestablished throughout the country. Believed to be designed by Major JH Ingram , a WarGraves Officer, in 1946, it is composed of two halves bisected by Jalan Bukit Larut. One sidehosts the remains of British and Australian soldiers, the other side Muslims, Gurkhas andBuddhists. It is currently under the care of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.    

  More than 850 dead servicemen have been buried there with many of the bodies exhumed fromdifferent parts of the peninsula after the war. More than 500 of these people were neveridentified; of the identified, most were in their early 20s.    But the starkest fact arising as one strolls along the turfed aisles is that an overwhelmingmajority of these honoured dead are foreign-born. Pendatangs, as a certain political tribe wouldterm them. Yet it was on this land tumpahnya darah mereka.    For all that their flesh, bone and spirit contributed during those horrifying times, may these silentstones today remind us never to indulge in the stupidity of petty differences.     Picture credits:  Site plan: www.roll-of-honour.org.uk  Bottom pic: Bubbha  at Wikipedia    More pictures and interesting facts here .   
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http://www.taipingtalk.com/photos/showphoto.php?photo=207
http://www.roll-of-honour.org.uk/Cemeteries/Taiping_War_Cemetery/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Taiping-war-cemetery.jpg
http://www.taipingtalk.com/photos/showphoto.php?photo=207

