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Logbook entry (Saturday, June 19): Left behind a grey and wet KL, crossed over the central
range northwards and into a land of blue skies and cotton-ball clouds. What contrast; how
amazing is it that this dorsal fin of Semenanjung called Titiwangsa can cleave a land into two
sub-climates.

  

  

It's biting hot here in Kota Bharu.
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        Azmi Sharom's back with the team for this leg, which is our eighth. In many ways, the circuithas been completed. In broad strokes - a preliminary stab to bring Saya Anak BangsaMalaysia's five key messages to the people - we've covered Penang up north, Ipoh and KL inthe central region, Melaka and JB southwards, and Kota Kinabalu and Kuching, our easternpartners.     And now Pantai Timur. A people and their culture halus like their sands.    
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  It's different this time around. It's a small crowd, just 20 registered, but overwhelmingly made upof youths. Intelligent bunch. Full-of-heart type of bunch. The sort that fuels civil society.    
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  And makes you believe this nation has every chance to turn the corner from mediocrity toexcellence if only we allowed their generation to stand. You see it in their eyes and their gait. It'sa self-belief coupled with soft-spoken humility.     
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  QnA time. The questions are honest and direct, no fear of 'losing face'. They want to know.They want action. They ask for more like this in Kelantan. Many tell us the publicity for thisRoadshow did not reach the people of Kota Bharu widely and deeply enough - something we'llhave to work on for sure.    But there's a silver lining all over the hall. An attendee's comment:    Diharap forum seperti ini dapat diteruskan agar semua mendapat manfaat alternatif diminda. Ia dapat meluaskan pemikiran masyarakat semua dalam menggerakkan otak mereka berfikir tentang keadaan masalah hari ini. Aku berharap ia dapat diteruskan dan diteruskan. Salute!!!     
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    It's sundown. We clear out from the hall. Well-wishes and come-agains, handshakes, hugs.     Food and fluids beckon. The body needs some pampering.    "Ayam percik!," yells Ee Chia. "Nasi kerabu," counters Nanda. "Pulut durian lah, people," snortsHaris. The crew and friends find their way to a medan of local delights. Good fellowship follows.    Kota Bharu feels good.    It prods us to remember. From the cotton-ball filled skies to the half moon of the night, wewitness an earthy gentleness that is uncoated by corporate pretensions. Earth is earth, the riveris river, and fire, fire. All that bundled into this thing called home.    We are reminded.    p.s. Special thanks to Topeng Perak.    Pictures / Robert Foo  
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