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Good afternoon all Honourable Members of the House, ladies and gentlemen.

First of all, | would like to record our most sincere gratitude having been given this honour of
presenting this memorandum before this esteemed House. Today, marks a moment of honour
for the people of Sabah, the former North Borneo, for having been accorded this rare
opportunity to present a Memorandum a matter of grave significance, a matter which affect our
fate as the people of the Federation of Malaysia. We see this as a historical event, a moment
granted by God’s grace, in which we can communicate under this honourable roof, to reminisce
a milestone of history half a century ago which was followed by sad events that in too many
instances happened with numerous misgivings.

For decades now, we the people of Sabah, have been haunted by ghosts of history dating
back to August 31, 1963, the day we gained independence from Great Britain. Malaysia was
conceptualised and constituted with the best of promises, endearing in us hopes and dreams
for a greater future. It is with sadness that | stand here to witness that what had transpired
since September 16, 1963 had been a series of events that had led us to the present situation
in which we can justly proclaim to be a situation of shattered hopes and broken dreams!

We therefore stand before this House, in good faith, to seek redress and to appeal for an
inclusive dialogue, which we hope will lead to a clearer and brighter tomorrow to all parties
concerned. | seek the indulgence of this House to hear our side of the story and adjudge the
events of the past with a clear conscience and a sympathetic eye, and to lend us a hand in
seeking a just and righteous solution to our problem.

I would like to present three pertinent issues, which may or may not have direct concern of the
present British government. Firstly, we need to take a critical review of the rationales and
instruments for the formation of Malaysia. There is the nagging question of justice in the
drafting of the critical Malaysia Agreement, the efficiency and integrity off the Cobbold
Commission, the reliability of the promises of the Twenty Points, the Inter-Governmental
Committee Report and the Malaysian Act, historical documents which must be familiar to the
knowledge of the Honourable Lawmakers in this House. Secondly, is the perennial issue of
security which now affect the sovereignty of Sabah within Malaysia. And thirdly is the case of
the spiraling deterioration in the economic wellbeing of the people of Sabah.

Sabah’s Expectations of Malaysia vs Reality and the Malaysian Agreement
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The facts of history is that Sabah, a former British colony, achieved its independence on
August 31st, 1963. On September 16, 1963, it merged with Malaya, Singapore and Sarawak to
form the Federation of Malaysia on terms agreed by all parties. The concept of merger and
equal partnership was introduced by Tunku Abdul Rahman to allay fears in Sabah and
Sarawak of the possibility of Malaya recolonizing them upon the departure of the British
masters.

The terms of this Federation are contained in various documents such as the Twenty Points,
the IGC report and of course the Malaysia Agreement, which on paper protected the interests
of Sabah and Sarawak within this new Federation so that they do not lose their autonomy in
certain areas of governance which gave meanings and substances to their independence.

Without doubt, this was the expressed hope of the founding fathers, principally Tunku Abdul
Rahman, the first Prime Minister of Malaysia; Lee Kuan Yew, the former Prime Minister of
Singapore, Donald Stephens and Mustapha Harun of Sabah, Stephen Kalong Ningkan of
Sarawak, etc. Independent speeches were delivered by various leaders including Razak, Tun
Mustapha, Donald Stephens and Sir William Goode to during the historic celebration of
Sabah’s nationhood. | present several quotes from them below:

“Today, is a historic day for Sabah. It marks the beginning of self-government and
independence and the end of colonialism. ”

— Sir William Goode, outgoing Governor of North Borneo (Sabah Times, Jesselton,
August 1, 1963)

The Tunku naturally uttered several historic statements on the matter:

“The granting of self-government too would enable Sabah to stand on its own feet as equal
with Malaya, Sarawak and Singapore.”

(Sabah Times, Jesselton, August 30th, 1963)
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“The important aspects of the Malaysia Ideal, as | see it, is that it will enable the Borneo
territories to transform their present colonial status to ‘self government’ for themselves and
absolute independence in Malaysia simultaneously...”

(Strait Times, October 2nd 1962)

The “other States” refer to the other States entities of Malaya, Singapore and Sarawak.

Today, more than forty-six years after independence, the people of Sabah are asking what
happened to these rosy pronouncements and assurances. In fact the Sabahans have always
been seriously clarification as to why Sabah is now functioning as if it is only a colony of Kuala
Lumpur. Many still remember the warnings given by former Indonesian president Sukarno, who
said that Malaysia will not change colonialism but will only shift its headquarters from London to
Kuala Lumpur. Has Sukarno’s prophecy come true today?

For full text, click here.
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